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ADVERTISEMENT. 


"TD HE following Diſcourſe, is now 

publiſhed, as it was at farſt com- 
poſed and delivered, at the earneſt re- 
queſt of the Widow and Family of the 
Deceaſed; who wiſhed to preſerve it as 
a memorial of their friend; and hoped 
at the ſame time that the plain but 
1mportant truths containedin it, might 
be of ſome ſervice to the candid and 
well-diſpoſed reader. The principal 
aim of the Preacher was to ſerve the 
intereſt of vital and practical religion 
amoneſt his hearers; to engage them 
to live in this world as thoſe who muſt 
ſhortly die out of it; and to behave 
like perſons who know they muſt give 
an account of themſelves before God. 
And if the diſcourſe, now it appears 
in print, ſhould anſwer, in any degree, 
the ſame valuable purpoſes to thoſe 
into whoſe hands it may come, the 
Author will ſincerely rejoice. 


O that they were wiſe : that they underſtood this : 
that they would conſider their lattter end. 


OU are no ſtrangers to the ſolemn: 
occahon of the enſuing diſcourſe, 
L viz, the death of our late worthy 
Friend and Fellow-Chriſtian, Mr. Joan. 
Sr1LsBURY: Whoſe memory will be ever dear 
to thoſe of his moſt intimate acquaintance, 
who knew him from the beginning; and 
are therefore able to form the beſt judgment 
of his character, as a Chriſtian and a Gen- 
tleman. In the courſe of my converſation 
with him, I have often heard him ſpeak in 
praiſe of funeral ſermons and orations at 
the interment of the dead: not ſo much as 
affording the preacher a commodious op- 
portunity of doing honour to the memory 
of the deceaſed; as becauſe he hoped they 
might be ſerviceable to the living ; by lead- 
ing them into ſerious reflections on the 


A . 5 brevity 


# 
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| brevity and uncertainty of human life, and 
_ engaging them in a diligent preparation for 
death and eternity.— It was therefore 
judged proper by ſurvivers, that (in con- 


formity to the ſentiments of the deceaſed) a 
funeral diſcourſe ſhould be preached on 
account of his diſſolution. And as they 
have thought proper to appoint me to that 
ſervice, I ſhall do what I can to render it 


ſubſervient to (that which ought to be the 


great end of all preaching) the advance- 
ment of real and practical religion : which 
important purpoſe will, I apprehend, be 
moſt effectually promoted by ſerious medi- 
tations upon death, and the ſolemnities 
which ſhall ſucceed it. I have with this 
view choſen the words of the text, O that 
they were wiſe : that they underſiood this: that 
they would conſider their latter end ! 


They were the words of Moſes, the an- 
tient and venerable prophet, and law- 
giver of the Jews; when he was directing 
the attention of that people to the events 
of providence in relation to them; and 
have often been adopted by divines, as a 
proper ſybject of diſcourſe upon the re- 
moval of a friend, or fellow-mortal from 
this world to another : becauſe death puts 

an 
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an end to the exiſtence of all men, con- 
ſidered as dwellers upon earth, and intro- 
| duces them to a new, an eternal ſtate. 


That I may aſſiſt you in a due improve- 
ment of the pallage now before us, I ſhall 


I. Conſider what is e in the idea 
of true wiſdom. 


II. I ſhall endeavour to ſhew, that Con- 
ſideration is a ſuitable and neceſſary means 
of attaining this wiſdom; and more eſpe- 
cially that branch of conſideration, which 
leads us to contemplate our latter end, 
and ſeriouſly and heartily to prepare for 
its ä 


I. I am to conſider what is implied in 
the idea of true wiſdom. 


This will appear very needful, if we re- 
flect, that there are various kinds of that 
which with men 1s called wiſdom. Such 
as, a profound knowledge of the produc- 
tions of divine {kill in the heavens and the 
earth :——A familiar acquaintance with 
arts and ſciences, ſo uſeful and ornamental 
to ſociety: ——The knowledge of the dif- 
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4 A SERMON on the Death of 
ferent manners and cuſtoms of the dif- 
ferent people who dwell on the face of the 


globe: The prudent conduct of any 
particular branch of trade, in which a man 
is engaged for the ſupport and more agree 
able accommodation of himſelf, family and 
friends: Above all, the knowledge of 
the affairs of government, or a ſagacity in 
politics, has been deemed wiſdom by the 
men of this world; whoſe aims and pur- 
ſuits are directed to the acquiſition of thoſe 
pleaſures, riches and honours, which this 
world only can afford them. 


All theſe, how profitable ſoever they may 
be to individuals and the public, are not 
worthy to be compared with that wiſdom 
which I would recommend to your culti- 
vation: which conſiſts in propoling the beſt 
and moſt excellent ends to ourſelves, and 
in ſteadily purſuing thoſe means, which 
reaſon and the holy ſcriptures point out 
for the attainment of them. And if the 
belt and moſt excellent ends, we can pro- 
pole to ourſelves, are the glory of God, 
the univerſal parent and agent, and the 
higheſt felicity our natures are capable of, 
(as certainly they are, becauſe reaſon and 
icripture both approve of them as ſuch,) 

then 


-_ 
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then it is plain, that to be truly wiſe, a man 
muſt be truly religious. According to that 
paſſage, ſo much, and ſo juſtly admired in 
the book of Job, © And unto man he 
{© ſaid, Behold, the fear of the Lord, that 
* is wiſdom; and to depart from evil is 
e underſtanding*.” Solomon likewiſe con- 
veys the ſame ſentiment to us, at the end 
of his book of Eccleſiaſtes; after he had 
taken the moſt accurate ſurvey of hu- 
man life, and made the ſtricteſt enquiry 


after what is good for man, conſidered as 


a compound being, and in poſſeſſion of 
a reaſonable and immortal ſoul, as well 
as a periſhing and mortal body: © Let 
us hear, ſays he, the concluſion of the 
«© whole matter, the ſum and ſubſtance 
of all his diligent enquiry, and large ex- 
perience: Fear God, and keep his com- 


* mandments; for this is the whole of 


„% man,” his whole buſineſs, perfection, and 
happineſs. True wiſdom and religion then 
appear to be one and the ſame thing. 


Would you have a more particular ac- 
count of this moſt worthy object of our 
attention? lt is ſuch a ſenſe of the exiſt- 


* Job xxviii. 28. 
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6 A SERMON on the Death of 


ence and providence of the ever bleſſed 
God, and of the importance and excel- 
lency of his moſt holy laws, as, entering 
into the ſoul of man, makes a thorough 
change in his diſpoſitions, and directs the 
whole courle of his life and converſation ; 
teaching him to abound in all the fruits of 
piety towards God, righteouſneſs and cha- 
rity to mankind; and to govern himſelf by 
thoſe. perſonal virtucs, which are ſo wiſely 
framed to promote the health and vigour 
of the body, as well as the peace and hap- 
pineſs of the immortal mind. This is true 
wiſdom; the wiſdom which is from above; 
which as far excells all mere human wiſ- 
dom, as light excells darkneſs. 


What an amiable repreſentation does 
the apoſtle James give of this celeſtial wiſ- 
dom, in the third chapter of his epiſtle! 
Is firſt pure, then peaceable, gentle and 
« ealy to , full of mercy and 
good fruits, without partiality, and with- 
out hypocriſy.” Can any thing be more 
excellent, more deſerving of our higheſt 
regard? This is that wiſdom which Solo- 
mon deſcribes, like a great and generous 
princeſs, approaching her ſubjects with 
innumerable rich and precious gifts in 
1 her 


Mr. JOHN SPILSBURY. 7 


her hands. Length of days 1s in her 


« right hand, in her left are riches and ho- 


* nour; her ways are ways of pleaſant- 
„ neſs, and all her paths are peace*.” 
Hear inſtruction and be wiſe therefore, O 
ye children of men, and attend to know 
underſtanding. Whatever elſe may oc- 
caſionally ſtrike your fancy, and engage 
your purſuits, while you continue in this 
imperfect ſtate; I know affuredly, that 
wiſdom 1s the principal thing; the one 
thing needful for you: be exhorted then to 
get wiſdom : yea, though it ſhould be at the 
expence of every thing elſe, delay not to 
purchaſe underſtanding. So ſhalt thou 
walk in thy way ſafely; (with great ſecu- 
rity and confidence;) and thy foot ſhall 
not ſtumble at thoſe blocks or impedi- 


ments, Which cauſe the wicked even to 


fall: when thou lieſt down upon thy bed, 
to take that repoſe which is neceſſary for 
the refreſhment of thy nature, thou ſhalt 
not be afraid of evil accidents : yea, thou 
ſhalt lie down with great compoſure, un- 


der the protection of an ever-wakeful, om- 


niſcient, all- powerful God; and thy E. 
hall be ſweet. 


* Prov. iii. 16, x7. 
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8 .A SERMON on the Death of 


And whoſoever he be among you, who 
lacks the wiſdom which I am now recom- - 
mending, who is ſenſible of his poverty 
and wretchedneſs without it, and ſollicit- 
ous to obtain it above all things; let him 
follow the advice of inſpiration ; Let him 
*« aſk of God, who giveth liberally to all, 
and upbraideth not; and it ſhall be given 
„ him*.” For all wiſdom cometh from the 
Lord; and is with him for ever. With 
the moſt profound humility and ſelf-abaſe- 
ment proſtrate thyſelf before the throne of 

grace; and earneſtly beſeech the father of 
ſpirits, the only wile, living, and true God, 

that he would fend wiſdom out of his holy 
habitation, and from the throne of his 
glory; and cauſe her to dwell in thy 
heart and mind; that ſhe may be a com- 
panion to thee in all thy labours under 
the ſun, and guide thee in all thy ways. 
So ſhall thy works be acceptable to the 
Almighty, and the tokens of his favour 
ſhall low down upon thee in a copious, 
uninterrupted ſtream. Thou ſhalt proſ- 
per in the work of thy hands, ſo far as 

_ proſperity is good for thee; and thy glory 
and felicity {hall be immortal: for wiſdom + 


* Jam. 1. 5. 


JOHN SPILSBURY. 9 
is the brightneſs of the everlaſting light, 
the image of goodneſs ineffable: the light 
of it can never be extinguiſhed; and its in- 


comparable beauties ſhall never, never de- 
cay. 7” | 


Having thus conſidered the nature and 
excellency of true wiſdom, and endeavour- 
ed to recommend 1 it to your cultivation : I 
proceed, | 


II. To propoſe Conſideration as a ſuit- 


able and neceſſary means of attaining it. In 
which general head of diſcourſe, I ſhall, in 
a particular manner, recommend that branch 
of conſideration, which leads us to con- 
template our latter end; and ſeriouſly, and 
EY" to prepare for i it 


Now as it is very evident that the things 
of religion, are by far the moſt worthy ob- 
jects of the contemplation of a reaſonable 
and immortal ſoul ; our concern in them 
muſt be infinitely great; and it becomes us 
(ho are better inſtructed than the beaſts of 
the earth, and created wiſer than the fowls 
of heaven,) to make them the great objects 
of our attention, and to pry into them 
with a ſtudious care, and unwearied per- 
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| ſeverance; as ever we hope to experience 
thoſe ſublime and laſting pleaſures, which 
our natures inceſſantly pant after ; but 
which we ſeek in vain from any other ob- 


jects. 


You will aſk perhaps, what the objects 


are, which Religion propoſes to our con- 
ſideration; and which are ſo eſſential to our 
felicity. I anſwer, they are many and 
great. Loo many and too great to be par- 
ticularly enumerated at this time. I ſhall 


Juſt remind you of a few weighty ma- 


terials for thought and reflection upon this 
ſubject; leaving you to meditate upon 
them in your retirements, and to make 
what addition to them you ſhall judge pro- 


per. K 


Religion then propoſes to us the conſi— 
deration of the Being and Providence of 
God, the Creator of all things viſible and 
inviſible, and the righteous Governour of 


the world: of his infinite Power, Wiſdom 
and Goodnels ; his perfect Underſtanding , 
and Knowledge; his Equity, Truth and 


Faithfulneſs; with whatever other natural or 


moral attributes we are capable of knowing, 


and which exiſt in the eternal mind It 
fixes 


S. 
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fixes our attention upon his great and 4 
rious Works; ſo admirably framed as to 
admit of no addition, or diminution. —— 
It more eſpecially leads us to reflect upon, 
and adore Him as our Creator; the fa- 
ther of our ſpirus, and former of our 
bodies: who gave and continues to us 
our reaſonable powers, our moral facul- 
ties, our ſocial inſtinds, and benevolent 
propenſions: as our gracious Preſerver, 
and molt bountiful Benefactor ; who com- 
paſſes us about with his favour, covers us 
with the wings of his protection, and pro- 
vides in a moſt generous manner for the 
ſupply of our various wants. Whoſe mer- 
cy began with our exiſtence, and has flowed 
on With it in a ſucceſſion of favours, as nu- 
merous and uninterrupted, as the moments 
of which our lives have been made up. 


When we reſlec upon theſe things but 
for a moment, do not our hearts overflow 
with the moſt lively gratitude to the ever 
bleſſed God as our creator and preſerver? 
And are we not conſtrained to cry out in 
the exſtatic language of the Pſalmiſt? 
{© Bleſs the Lord, O my ſoul, and all that is 
* within me, bleſs his holy name. 
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Once more, religion propoſes to our 
conſideration the ſcheme of redemption by 
Jeſus Chriſt; who, when the world was 
overſpread with darkneſs and the ſhadow 
of death, brought life and immortality to 
light. So amazingly great and glorious 
was the plan of redemption, that angels de- 
fired to pry into it. Such illuſtrious diſ- 
plays of wiſdom and goodneſs, as the 
Goſpel revelation abounds in, are con- 
templated ſtill with wonder by thoſe bleſſ- 
ed ſpirits, who ſurround the throne of 
God, and who, when the ſaviour conde- 
icended to vilit the earth, accompanied 
him with loud and joyful acclamations: 
Saying, with one harmonious voice, © Glo- 
ry to God in the higheſt : peace on earth: 

% and good-will to men.” And ſhall we be 
inſenſible to the glad tidings of ſalvation, 
which were publiſhed to the world by the 
illuſtrious Son of God? We who are ſo 
nearly concerned in the redemption? for 
whole ſake the great Redeemer ſubjected 
himſelf to the moſt grievous pains and per- 
ſecutions; and ſuffered the moſt ignomi- 


nious Death ? forbid it, all-gracious hea- 
ven! 


All 
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* theſe which I have juſt hinted at, 
and which Religion propoſes to our conſi- 
deration, are (you will readily allow) wor- 
thy objects of our cloſeſt attention. And 
if we ſerioully revolve them in our minds, 
and ſuffer them to have their due influence 
upon our lives, they will not fail to make 
us truly wiſe and happy: eſpecially If we 
add to chem, 


The ſerious and frequent conſideration 
of our latter end. Death and Judgment are 
before us. And it becomes us, as we hope 
to diſarm the one of its ſting, and to re- 
ceive a ſentence of applauſe at the other, 
often to think of them, and diligently t to 
prepare for their approaches. 


J. Rauch is before us: and if we would 
be truly wiſe, we muſt ſeriouſly and fre- 
quently think of our diflolution, and pre- 
pare for it. 


The body, that frail manſion of clay, 
we now inhabit, being ſubject to various 
infirmities and diſeaſes, by which it is fre- 
quently interrupted in the due and regu- 
lar exertion of its powers who can won- 


der, that it ſhould be liable alſo to decay 


> and 
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and death? Are not pains and ſickneſ— 
ſes the harbingers of our diſſolution ? Are 
they not ſent to put us in mind how frail 
we are? how ſoon we muſt bid the world 


farewel, and go to our beds of duſt? 


Whether our diſſolution ſhall be ſudden, 
or flow ; eaſy, or painful; natural, or vio- 
lent; in youth, or in age, we know not : 


neither can we tell by what diſorder, when, 


or where we ſhall make our exit. This 
knowledge belongs to an omniſcient God; 
who has the times and ſeaſons in his own 


Power. But we know aſſuredly, that by 


one means or other he will lead us to 
death. That ſooner or later we mull all 
lie down in the grave; and take up our 
abode in that houſe which is appointed 
for all the living. The gates of death muſt 


be paſled by the belt of men, before they 
arrive at paradiſe, and taſte of the fruit of 
the tree of life. All are of the earth, and 


ſhall return to earth again. That which 
befalleth a beaſt, befalleth alſo the ſons of 
men; as the one dieth ſo dieth the other. 
So that in this reſpect, (in relation to the 
frail and periſhing nature of the body) a 
man hath no preheminence above a brute 
creature. 


But 
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But reaſon and [cripture both inform 
me, that I am poſſeſſed of a ſoul, which 
ſhall never die. The ſoul appears to be of 
a very diſtin nature from the body; and 
is very different in its operations. The one 

is of the earth, and tendeth downwards. 
The other of a divine original, and pants 
after things which are above. The ſoul 
aſcends therefore, when the body deſcends. 


Vou perceive by this, that death to a 
good man, is only a remove from one 
world to another, and a better: an ex- 
change of the ſociety and converſation of 
mortal men, for a divine intercourſe with 
God and angels, and the ſpirits of depart- 
ed ſaints. For this reaſon it is, that the 
greateſt and beſt of men have ſpoke of 
it with ſo much compoſure, and even with 
ſacred joy and triumph. Inſtead of be- 
traying any ſigns of perturbation and con- 
fuſion, what calmneſs and ſerenity does 

the Apoſtle Peter diſcover, when he ſpeaks 
of his latter end. Knowing (ſays he) that 
] muſt ſhortly put off this my tabernacle; 
« even as the Lord Jeſus Chriſt hath ſhew- 
ed me. And this too (as he intimates 


2 Peler i. 14. 
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in this paſſage) when he knew aſſuredly, 
by what manner of death he ſhould glorify God : 
when he was previouſly informed by his 
divine maſter, that he ſhould die, not' a 
natural and eaſy, but a violent, painful 
and 1gnominous death, the death of the 
crols; the death which 825 himſelf had 
endured. ; 


With what exultation likewiſe does the 
glorious Apoſtle of the Gentiles ſpeak of 
his paſhng out of time into eternity, be- 
fore he ſuffered martyrdom for the Chriſ- 
tian cauſe! * I am now ready to be offer- 

ed: and I may well conclude from my age 
and circumſtances, that my departure out 
ol this life is near at hand: I have fought 
a good fight; maintaining my ground a- 
gainſt every oppoling foe: I have finiſhed 
my Chriſtian, and miniſterial courſe: I 
have alſo endeavoured to preſerve the 
Faith as free from additions and corrupt 
mixtures as poſhble; that it may appear 
in its own native ſimplicity and beauty. 
As to what remains, I can aſſuredly lay, 
there is laid up, in ſafe cuſtody for me, 
a crown of righteouſneſs ; which the Lord, 


* 2 Tim. iv. 6, 7. 8. 
me 
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the righteous Judge will give me in that 
day; that great and important day which 
is appointed for a general judgment. 
O bleſſed, bleſſed Apoſtle! (may we ſay 
Vith an excellent author) who could look 
upon the pouring forth of his blood, as 
the libation of a ſacrifice of thankſgiv- 
ing; on which he could call for the con- 


“ gratulations of his friends, rather than 
© their condolence: who could weigh 
* anchor, put off from theſe mortal ſhores,. 


« and ſet ſail for eternity with a triuphant 
cc ſhout! 1 


Is it ſo with wicked men, or with the 
enemies of Chrilt and his goſpel, when 
they approach the verge of eternity? Does 
death appear to them in the ſame point of 


view, when they apprehend themſelves 


drawing near to the borders of the grave ? 


No, it cannot be. There is no peace, ſaith 
my God, to the wicked. They are entire 


ſtrangers to that tranquility of mind, and 
heart-felt ſatisfaction, which ſprings from 
a virtuous conſciouſneſs, and a ſenſe of 
the favour and love of God. Strangers to 
it all their lives; even in the days of health 
and proſperity; whatever appearances 
there may be to the contrary, How then 
= | can 
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can it be ſuppoſed that peace and comfort 
ſhould accompany them in the near proſ- 


ped of their diſſolution? Their natures will 


indeed ſtand moſt in need of comfort when 
they come to the cloſe of life. But alas! 
it ſhall then be fartheſt from them. For 
want of the retroſpect which St. Paul was 
able to take; for want of the teſtimony of 
a good Pane which he tells us was 
his rejoicing, they thall not be able to look 
downwards to the grave, without trembling ; 
ror to think of a judgment to come, with- 


out horror. — An unpleaſing idea that of 


death to a man who hath doated on the 
things of this life, and ſought for happi- 
neſs in heaping up riches. When the king 
of terrors approaches him, all his treaſures 
will not purchaſe a moment's reſpite; nor 
contribute in the leaſt to allay the agonies of 
diſſolving nature. Die he muſt, as well as 
the poor man, and leave his riches behind 
him. How bitter muſt the remembrance 
of death likewiſe be tothe man of pleaſure ! 
who has lived in the unreſtrained gratificati- 
on of hisappetites and paſſions : who {peaks 
to his foul in the language of the fool in 
the parable : © Soul, thou haſt much goods 
* laid up for many years : eat, drink and 
be merry. No wonder that theſe men 

recoil 
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recoil at the thoughts of leaving the preſent 
world; becauſe there are no objects beyond 
the grave ſuited to their genius, or incli- 
nation. Should the miſer and the ſenſualiſt 
be admitted to dwell with God, and An- 
gels, and the ſpirits of juſt men made per- 
fect, they would meet with nothing ſuited 
to their taſte, amidſt all the delicacies of 
the celeſtial banquet. Heaven would be 
no heaven to them ; neither could the au- 
guſt aſſembly of which it is compoſed, at- 
ford them the leaſt entertainment. 


A In ſhort, as the pious and good man 
ſeeks not ſo much after things temporal, 
as things eternal, he ſhall, when he dies, 

go to the place appointed for the recep- 

tion of pure and perfectly happy ſpirits : 
But thoſe who are earthly minded, who 
purſue only the pleaſures, riches, and ho- 
nours of the preſent life; and neglect to 
cultivate thoſe diſpoſitions, and to practice 
thoſe virtues, which are neceſſary qualifi- 
cations for the regions of bliſs, muſt, in 
conſequence of their egregious folly, be 
excluded hereafter from the ſociety of ce- 
leſtial ſpirits; and take up their everlaſting 

abode with revolted angels, and the moſt 

miſerable of human beings, in the regions 


Ge | of 
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of darkneſs and deſpair ; where is weeping 
and wailing, and gnaſhing of teeth. 


Are not theſe conſiderations of vaſt and 
infinite concern ? and if theſe things are 
ſo, can any man make a greater diſcovery 
of his wiſdom, than by frequent medita- 
tions upon, and diligent preparations for, 
his latter end? On the other hand, can there 
be a greater inſtance of folly and madneſs 
in one who pretends to reaſon and under- 
ſtanding, than to live without the ſerious 
thoughts of death; and to purſue the 
things of this world. with as much eager- 


neſs and impetuolity, as if he was immor- 


tal upon earth? 


But this wiſdom or folly of the ſons of 


men will appear in a yet ſtronger light, if 


we conſider, 


II. That death will be ſucceeded by a 


ſolemn, impartial, and univerſal judgment. 


For as it is appointed for all men once to 
die, ſo after death comes the judgment; 


Which will fix them in an unalterable ſtate, 


without any farther "revolutians of 110 and 
death. 


For 
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For the manifeſtation of the perfections 
of God in the government of the world; 
that all the heavens may ſee and applaud 
the equity of his adminiſtration, and the 
whole earth confeſs his glory; He, the 
infinite, and ever adorable Being, hath ap- 
pointed a day, i in the which he will judge 
the world in righteouſneſs, and paſs an ir- 
revocable ſentence upon every man, accord- 
ing to his prevailing temper and character. 
The perſon appointed to conduct the ſo- 
lemnities of this tremendous judgment, is 
his own illuſtrious Son: whoſe authority, 
as Meſhah, he ſupported in ſo wonderful 
and miraculous a manner; raiſing him at 
length from the dead, to ſhew his ability 
to raiſe others, and to give us an aſſurance 
of a general reſurrection. 


The ſeaſon fixed upon for ſo awful a 
ſcene is, at the end of this world, when 
judgment will be noticed to the riſing 
dead by the ſound of the trumpet, by diſ- 
ſolving elements, and a world in flames. 
For the trumpet ſhall be blown by the di- 
vine command; and the dead {hall be raiſed 
incorruptible, and thoſe of the children of 
men who are alive, at the coming of our 


Lord, ſhall be * inſtantaneouſly, and 
by 
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by the wonderful operation of the Divine 
power ſhall aſcend to meet the Lord in the 
air, where his majeſtic throne ſhall be 
erected. Then ſhall the ſun change its 
light for darkneſs, and the moon be turn- 
ed into blood. The volume of heaven ſhall 
be rolled up as a ſcroll, and its ſtars ſhall 
fall from their orbs: and this earth, now 
ſo much admired for its productions, with 


all its ſplendid glories and richeſt orna- 


ments of nature, or of art, ſhall give way to 
the general ruin. Surely the heart of man 
cannot conceive a more awful ſcene | Eſpe- 
cially, if we add to the deſcription the god- 
like appearance of our bleſſed Redcenier; 
who ſhall deſcend from heaven with the 
acclamations of angels; ſit upon his throne 
with inconceivable ſolemnity, and cauſe all 

the nations of the earth to ſtand before him. 


Is it 2 wonder that the wicked are 
repreſented in the word of God as terribly 
alarmed, and as flying from ſo tremendous 
a ſcene, when it firſt opens upon them? 
Can any thing be more natural, than to 
ſuppoſe them in wild conſternation and 
confuſion, rending the very heavens with 
cheir lamentable cries; and calling upon 
the mountains to fall on them, and the 

rocks 
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= to cover them from the face of that 
righteous and inexorable judge, whoſe an- 


ger they have ſo juſtly incurred, and whoſe 
wrath ſhall then fall upon them to the ut- 


termoſt? For he ſhall take vengeance on 
them that know not God, and obey not 


the Goſpel. The ungodly, (whatever 


vain hopes they may flatter themſelves with 
in this life) ſhall not ſtand in judgment; 
nor ſinners in the aſſembly of the righte- 


ous. They {ſhall be ranked on the left 
hand of the awful judge, as a token of his- 


diſapprobation, and to intimate their final 


ſeparation from thoſe whoſe characters will 


_ entitle them to a more honourable place. 


In theſe circumſtances; when they find 
themſelves thus openly deſpiſed, and treated 
with deſerved contempt before angels and 
men; when they behold their once poor 
and oppreſſed neighbours preferred before 
them; and ſee thoſe very men, whom they 
once derided, and firm and unmoved a- 
midſt the ſolemnities of judgment ; © They 
* ſhall be agitated with terrible fear, and 
© quite aſtoniſhed at the greatneſs of their 
e ſalvation. Yea, they ſhall repent and 
„ groan With very anguiſh of ſpirit, and 
** ſay Within themſelves ; Theſe are the men, 


 * whom we once had in deriſion, and a 


proverb 


* 


* . 
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* proverb of reproach. We fools account- 
te ed their lives madneſs, and their end to be 
without honour. How are they now 
“numbered among the children of God, 
and their lot is among the ſaints*.” Hope- 
leſs, and helpleſs, they ſhall then reflect, if 
they never did before, on the fooliſh choice 
which they made upon earth ; in prefer- 


ring the pleaſures of fin, which are only 


for a ſeaſon, to the ſolid pleaſures of the 
ſoul, and the joys of eternity. And to com- 
pleat their woe, ſentence ſhall be pro- 
nounced againſt them, in the following 
terms : © Depart from me, ye curled, into 
** everlaſting fire, prepared for the devil 
“ and his angels.” Is it poſſible to conceive 
any thing more diſtreſſing to beings, once 
capable of immortal glory and felicity ? To 
be hurried away from the preſence of God, 
and the Redeemer : to be ſeparated from 
angels, from the fociety of the venerable 
prophets of the Jewiſh nation, from the 
holy Apoſtles and martyrs of the Chriſtian 
church, and from all the friends of reli- 
gion, who have lived in every age and na- 
tion : and to take up their abode with Sa- 
tan and his malicious aſſociates ; - Who are 


1 Wiſe. e 


appointed 
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appointed tobe their companions in miſery, 
and their everlaſting tormentors: How 
unſpeakably dreadful is this ! 


And are not theſe conſiderations of in- 
finite importance to us? And ought they 
not to rouze the moſt ſtupid to a ſenſe of 
their duty and their intereſt? Can any 
thing be more alarming, than the repreſen- 
tations which the ſcriptures give of the pu- 
niſhment of the wicked not only in the 
paſſage juſt mentioned, but in other texts, 
which I have not now time to lay before 
you? I beſeech you therefore, by the met- 
ciesof God; ; by the generous compaſſion of 
the Redeomer and by a reflection upon the 
terrors of the Lord; that you ſeriouſly think 
on theſe things, and heartily prepare for 
the folemnities of judgment: ſo ſhall you 
eſcape the puniſhment due to the impeni- 
tently wicked in another world; and have 

the honour and happineſs to dwell for ever 
in the aſſembly of the eee 
I am here naturally led to chanje the 

fcene, and to indulge more pleaſing ideas; 
which will be a rehef to my own mind, as 
well as to yours. We have ſeen the miſera- 
ble condition of careleſs and incorrigible 
= * ſinners 
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ſinners at, and after the day of judgment. 
Let us now turn our thoughts to the con- 
ſideration of the honour and happineſs 
which ſhall be the portion of the friends of 
religion and virtue, and all the genuine di- 
ſciples of Chriſt, when they come to ſtand 
before his tribunal; and when the lolem- 
nities of judgment ſhall be over. 


The apoſtle aſſures the The lezen A 
that when our Lord {hall be revealed from 
heaven to inflict deſerved vengeance upon 
his enemies, he ſhall come to be glorified 
in the whole congregation of his ſaints, and 
to be admired in all them that believe. 
That very appearance which ſhall make 
him ſo terrible to the wicked; that flame 
« of fire, which from his preſence {hall 
blaze out againſt them to conſume them, 
„ ſhall ſhine forth in the moſt benign and 
friendly manner upon his ſervants ; not 
*« todeſtroy, but to cheer and ſatisfy, and re- 
ee freſh them. Their bodies ſhall then un- 
dergo a moſt ſurpriſing change, and be 
faſhioñed like to the glorious body of their 
Redeemer, who ſhall openly acknowledge 
the pooreſt and meaneſt of his friends, be- 


* 2 Theſſ. i. 10. 
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fore the inhabitants of the three regions : 
{hall place them on his right-hand in token 
of his approbation and favour, wipe off all 
the reproaches wherewith their enemies 
have reproached them; bring forth to con- 
{picuous light all their ſincere endeavours 
in favour of religion, and for the good and 
happineſs of mankind: and then with an 
air of the higheſt complacency and affec- 
tion, ſhall ſay unto them: Come, ye bleſſ- 
ed of my father; inherit the kingdom pre- 
© pared for you from before the foundation 
«© of the world.” A ſentence, which will do 
them more honour than all the trophies, 
triumphal arches, or enſigns of dignity a- 
mong men, could confer upon the world's 
molt paſhonate admirer, and will divinely 
conſecrate their name and memorial to eter- 
nity. 


Eternity! how pleaſing will the thoughts 
of it be to thoſe pure and happy ſouls, who, 
having received the forementioned ſentence 
of applauſe, ſhall ſoon after accompany 
their — ſaviour to the realms of 
light! As a drop of water to the ocean, 
or a grain of ſand tothe innumerable ſands 
on the ſea-ſhore, ſo are a thouſand years 
to the days of eternity. And yet it is the 

| D 2 8 
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good-will and pleaſure of our God, that 
they who are wiſe in time, and are careful 

to improve the talents committed to them, 
| ſhall be happy to all eternity. The gift 
e of God is eternal life, through Jeſus 
* Chriſt our Lord,” —— This will crown 
all the Joys of heaven; and make a ſtate of 
bliſs infinitely more bliſsful. What tran- 
ſports of joy will take place in the minds 
of glorihed ſpirits in heaven, when they 
have ſurveyed. the ſplendor and grandeur 
of the heavenly Jeruſalem, and partook of 
the exalted pleaſure which ſprings from 
the preſence of God, and the grand aſſembly 
of ſpirits who ſurround his throne; and 
can fay, in a firm belief and perſuaſion of 
the truth of God's promiſe; Thus ſhall it 
be with us for ever! Thus ſhall we always 
worſhip and ſerve God! And after mil- 
lions of ages have been ſpent in theſe tran- 
ſporting regions, our felicity ſhall be as far 
from a concluſion, as it is now! 


This ſhews, in the ſtrongeſt light poſſible, 
the wiſdom of their choice, who make hea- 
ven their portion and their home, and 
conſider the preſent world only as a paſ- 
ſage to another. For the preſent world 
Paſſeth away, and whatever can ſerve to 

| the 


2 _ 


Mr. JOHN SPILSBURY. 29 


the gratification of our defires in it : but 
they who conſcientiouſly dothe will of God, 


and wait for felicity till the time appoint- 


ed for it is fully come, have built their 
hopes upon ſo ſure a baſis, that they ſhall 
abide for ever. In one word, as the wicked 
hall be puniſhed with everlaſting de- 
ſtruction from the preſence of the Lord; 


ſo it is the will of a gracious and merciful 


God, that the righteous ſhall be for ever hap- 
py in his preſence, where is fulneſs of joy, 
and take up their reſidence at his right-hand, 
where are rivers of pleaſure for evermore. 


I am now come to a cloſe of the ſecond 
general head of diſcourſe; and I hope, 
from what has been advanced, you are ſuf- 
fciently perſuaded of the truth of what we 
have laid down ; viz. That to be truly wiſe, 
a man mult be truly religious: 
that Conſideration is a very proper and 
neceſſary means of obtaining this wiſdom; 
and more eſpecially that branch of con- 
ſideration, which exerciſes our thoughts 
upon death, and the lolemnities which ſhall 
ſucceed it. 


I was naturally led to treat of theſe 
things from the FRO of the text, which 
con- 
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contain a moſt benevolent wiſh, or prayer 
of a great and renowned prophet, than 
which nothing could be more agreeable 
tothe ſpirit and temper of our dear friend, 
and his hearty concern for the true inte- 
reſt and happineſs of his fellow creatures. 
And though he is now dead and you ſhall 
ſee his face no more in this world; you 
may yet ſuppole him ſpeaking to you, and 
exhorting you in the molt ſerious and at- 
ſectionate manner, to think of, and prepare 
for, your latter end. 


He was indeed a true friend and well- 
wiſher to the proſperity of Zion, and the 
progreſs of piety and virtue among men: 
neither could he help diſcovering, on eve- 
ry proper occaſion, his deteſtation of vice 
and profaneneſs. As he appeared to have 
a reverential awe of God impreſſed upon 
his own mind, nothing was more abhor- 
rent to him, than to hear his ſacred name 
blaſphemed, or his molt holy word treated 
in a light, or ludicrous manner. He was 
an example to all, in the regularity of his 
attendance upon the houſe of God, on the 
day appointed ſor his public worſhip and 
ſervice : neither did he neglect the ſeaſons 
of devotion in his family, or his cloſet. 


In 
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In younger life, when he was bleſt with 
a full and regular flow of animal ſpirits ; 


| he was an able and zealous advocate for 


civil and religious liberty; particularly for 
his right of judging for himſelf in matters 
of conſcience; which he would ſuffer no 
man to invade, reſtrain or abridge. 


How often have I heard him ſpeak with 
the higheſt eſteem of his worthy Grandfa- 
ther; on account of his ſincere piety, and his 
principles of religious liberty. This eminent- 
ly good man was vicar of this pariſh in the 
middle of the laſt century, till after the Re- 


ſtoration ; when he gave a noble proof that 


his religious profelhon was not the reſult 
of worldly policy, by ſacrificing a conſi- 
derable ſecular intereſt, to preſerve the 
peace and integrity. of his own mind. Be- 
ing diſſatisfied with the terms of conformi- 
ty, he reſigned his living, in that diſtin- 


guiſhed period of Church Hiſtory; when 


ſo many faithful miniſters were filenced, 


on account of the act of uniformity. Ne- 
vertheleſs (as Dr. Calamy obſerves) he con- 
tinued preaching privately to his people 
ſolong as he lived; which was till June 1 Wer 
1699, when he reſigned his ſoul into the 
hands of the Redeemer ; after having been 
held 
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32 A STR MON on the Death o 
held in the higheſt eſteem during the courſe 


of his miniſtry, for his wiſdom and mode- 
ration; for his ſerious, methodical and ju- 
dicious manner of preaching, and the ex- 
cellency of his life and converſation. 


To proceed may I not with juſtice 
add, in relation to our deceaſed friend, 
and fellow Chriſtian, that he was a man of 


a general philanthropy and benevolence? 


He not only loved his family, his relations 
and friends; but his good wiſhes and 
prayers extended to all men. He was mer- 


ciful to thoſe in want, and turned not away 
the poor from his door on account of their 


verty. Yea, when the ear heard him, 


<< it often bleſt him; and when the eye ſaw 


*© him, it gave witneſs to him: Becauſe he 
e delivered the poor that cried, and the fa- 
* therleſs, and him that had none to help 


* him.” 


In the capacity of an Attorney, few, I 
believe, have acquitted themſelves with 
more integrity in their practice, nor have 


been more ready to give their advice to 


perſons in diſtreſs who were not able to 
purchaſe it. Has he not delivered many 


Who cried unto him from the gripe of their 


op- 
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ſubject to. 
ver- failing friend and patron of every ſin- 
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oppreſſors? ſo that the bleſſing of him who 


was ready to periſh came upon him. 


In the latter part of life the effects of 
old age were indeed very viſible in him: 
and he was an inſtance how much the luſ- 


tre of a worthy character may be clouded 


by the infirmities which human nature is 
But that God, who is the ne- 


cere chriſtian, has not only releaſed him 
from the bonds in which he was here 


detained, but has, I truſt, admitted him 


to the ſociety of happy ſpirits in a ſepa- 
rate ſtate ; where he ſhall joyfully wait for 


the morning of the reſurrection. ——Wea- 
ried and worn out, and full of days, it has 
pleaſed Almighty God to take him to him- 


ſelf : after he had exerciſed him with ſtrong 
pain for the trial of his faith and patience, 
which he bore with a due ſubmiſſion to his 


will. Some of you lately beheld him bur- 


thened in his mortal tabernacle: but he is 
now happily releaſed. He has left all that 
was mortal behind him in the grave, and is 
now (I truſt) triumphing in the enlarge- 
ment of his ſoul, amongſt his pious anceſ- 
tors. A happineſs, which he often wiſh- 
ed and prayed for. | 
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Be ye therefore comforted with theſe 
hopes : (I addreſs mylelf to the ſurviving 
family of the deceaſed.) You have no rea- 
ſon to mourn hike thoſe who are diſconſo- 
late; but rather to weep as if you wept 
not, when you reflect upon the happy dif- 
ference which you have reaſon to believe 
Death has made in his ſituation and cir- 
cumſtances. Have you not long ſeen him 
(as it were) dragging the chain of life; 
compaſſed about with infirmities, and ſore- 
ly afflicted with pain? And have you not 
good ground to believe, that he is now 
eaſed and comforted, and out of the reach 
of pain, ſickneſs or death? ge ye there- 
fore conſoled with the thoughts of his fe- 
licity ; and with the hopes of going'to him, 
and dwelling with him for ever in the 

realms of light. 


Farther, when you conſider that you 
have been deprived, by the ſtroke of death, 
either of a Husband, or a Father; look up 
to God with a firm reliance on his fidelity; 
who has promiſed to be a husband of the 
widow and the father of the fatherleſs. A 
promiſe, from which (if properly applied) 
you will derive the ſureſt, and moſt laſting 
pport and comfort. 


Give 
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Give me leave more eſpecially to add a 
word of advice to you, my young friends, the 
offspring of pious parents, and deſcended 
from pious anceſtors. _— Your father's eyes 
are now cloſed in death,to awake no more, 
till the trumpet ſhall ſound, and the dead 
ſhall be raiſed. Fix your earneſt attention 
then upon your ſurviving parent. Re- 
member that the comfort of your mother's 
life will in a great meaſure depend upon 
your behaviour. Continue your dutiful af- 
fection to her, and your love and tender 
regard for each other. Be ſincere and 
devout in your tranſactions with the ever- 
adorable God, the God of your fathers, 
and ſerve him with a perfect heart, and 
a willing mind. In all your ways acknow- 
ledge your conſtant and abſolute depend- 
ance upon him, and he ſhall direct your 
paths through the wilderneſs of this wa 
and when, through his ſafe conduct, and 
powerful aſſiſtance, you arive at the celeſ- 
tial Canaan; He ſhall kindly introduce 
you to the ſociety of thoſe worthy proge- 
nitors, whofe memory you mult ever ho- 
nour, mult ever love; and appoint you to 
dwell with them in everlaſting abodes of 
light. —O what honour! what power! 
what riches! what happineſs has God laid 
| E up 
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up in ſtore for you! Be faithful unto death, 
and all ſhall be yours. Be not weary in” 
well-doing; for in due ſeaſon ye ſnall reap 
if ye faint not. 


And now, my friends, give me leave, at 
the concluſion of this diſcourſe, to addreſs 
you all, with the moſt ſerious and affec- 
tionate concern for your eternal welfare. 
O that you were wile: that you under- 
ſtood this: that you would conſider your 
latter end! Would you find death diſarm- 


ed of its terrors, when you paſs through 


his territories into an eternal ſtate ? would 
you find the ſeparation of the ſoul from 
the body, a happy releaſe from all that is 
ſorrowful and afflictive, and an introduc- 
tion to a new and eternal life? let me en- 
treat you immediately, without any farther 
delay, to ſeek after wiſdom; who is eaſily 
perceived of them that love her, and found 

of thoſe who ſeek her in ſincerity: who 
even preventeth them that deſire her in- 


ſtructions, and meeteth them in every 


thought. Treſpaſs no longer upon the pa- 
tience of God: leſt in righteous judgment 
he cut you off from the land of the living, 
and the things which belong to your peace 
be for ever hid from your eyes. Time is 


a 
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ſhort, the world, with all the pleaſing ſcenes 
it affords, is vanity; and death ſteals upon 
us every moment; and may put an end to 
our day of grace before we are aware of 


his approaches; or have ſpace ſufficient 


to bid our friends a laſt adieu. In the 
midſt of life we are in death; neither can 
we boaſt. ourſelves of to-morrow, for we 
know not what a day may bring forth. 
But few of the-ſons of men live to the age 
of our deceaſed friend; who had entered 
upon his 7 5th year when he left the world. 
What multitudes of the human ſpecies 
daily quit the ſtage, and enter upon an 
eternal ſtate, to give an account of them- 
ſelves to God, before that period! And is 
this to be wondered at? 1s 1t not rather 
wonderful, conſidering the curious frame 
of the body, and the diſeaſes and accidents 
to which we are continually expoſed, that 
we ſhould liveſo long as we do upon earth? 
For what is our life? tis only a little breath 
in the noſtrils: the momentary pulſation 
of the heart. And how ſoon may this 
d be ſtopped? by what various means 

may this breath be taken away? and then 
we die, and return to our duſt. 


Think 
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Think on theſe things, ye careleſs and 
inconhderate mortals; who have hitherto 
been ſtrangers to ſerious thought and re- 
flection, and have lived as unconcerned a- 
bout futurity, as if you were invulnerable 
by the arrows of death, or had nothing to 
fear or hope beyond the grave. Let the 
« wicked forſake his way, and the unrigh- 
ce teous man his thoughts, and let him re- 
* turn unto the Lord, and he will have 
4 mercy upon him*.“ And once more (as 
an incitement to a diligent improvement of 
your time and talents) often ponder that ex- 
cellent advice of the Wiſe Man, Whatſo- 
* ever thy hand findeth to do, do it with 
„ thy might: for there is no work, nor de- 
vice, nor knowledge, nor wiſdom in the 

„grave whither thou goeſt, f and where 
we muſt all ſhortly arrive. 


Finally, let every wiſe and good man com- 
fort himſelf with this conſideration: That 
though death is continually depriving him 
of one or other of his friends and acquaint- 
ance; and he himſelf ſhall not be excuſed; 

but muſt ſoon follow thoſe who are gone 
before him: yet eternal truth has aſſured 


N. lv. 7. + Eccleſ. ix, 10. 
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1 Cor. xv. 53,54, 55 36 57 


us, there ſhall be a general keſuf of 


the dead; when all thoſe who have lived a 


holy and good life upon earth, ſhall have 
a joyful meeting with their Saviour, and 
one another ; and be glorified in their 
whole perſons both in body and ſoul. 
For this corruptible, ſays the Apoſtle, muſt 
put on incorruption; and this mortal 
«© muſt put on immortality. So when this 
** corruptible ſhall have put on incorrup- 
tion, and this mortal ſhall have put on 


« immortality, then ſhall be brought to 


cc 


paſs that remarkable ſaying whichis writ- 
ten in the book of Iſaiah's prophecy ; 
% Death is ſwallowed up in victory.“ In 


cc 


the proſpect of this great deliverance and 


ſalvation, let the ſons of God triumph 
even now in thoſe animated words of St. 
Paul. —— © O Death! where is thy ſting? 
« O Grave! where is thy victory? The 
„ ſting of death is fin; and the ſtrength of 
« fin is the law. But thanks be to God, 


who giveth us the victory through our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt *, 
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